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Tennis Academy realizing a dream

ANGUILLA—The Anguilla Tennis Academy (ATA) world class facility to be built
at Blowing Point is a dream of Mitchelle Lake. Chairing the groundbreaking
ceremony for the facility on Monday December 29, Brent Davis referred to the
“power of a dream” and Lake’s ability with his charm and persuasiveness to see it
through.

The Governor Peter Johnstone noted that 2003 has been very significant for sport
in Anguilla with the golf course project starting, the Anguilla Golf Association and
the tennis facility of the ATA. He suggested that everyone should be part of the
project, whether they play tennis or not, by purchasing a brick.

Speaking on behalf of the Chief Minister, Osbourne Fleming who was unable to
attend, Marcel Fahie Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Finance says the new
facility will bring diversity to tourism. He said that the Chief Minister and
Ministers of Government are fully behind the project and the rest of the Caribbean
is observing what we are doing. He thanked all for coming and urged that everyone
continues to support the project.

The Director of Sports, Alkins Rogers, expressed delight that sponsors have come
forward and hopes others will follow. He stressed that the facility must be the best
for our young people and wished the ATA all the best.

Architect of the project, Myron Goldfinger who is providing the design and
drawings free of cost said that he is gratified and proud to assist. He referred to his
associate architect Jeff Taylor and also his wife June who will be designing the
interior of the facility.

Special recognition was given to Eric and Isabel Martineau who from the early
1960s have influenced tennis in Anguilla and in fact taught Mitch Lake to play the
game and basic discipline and life skills. CEO of National Bank of Anguilla,
Valentine Banks said that Mitch is giving back to people like Martineau and to Bob
Johnson who assisted him in his college education. He also said that the Bank is
proud to assist in providing the facility.

Timothy Hodge, Director of Social Security and Preston Bryan Managing Director
of the Caribbean Commercial Bank, also major sponsors of the facility spoke of the
importance of the new facility and commended Mitch and his Board for their vision
and foresight.

Mitch Lake gave the feature address and welcomed everyone. He said he is
gratified by the breadth of support for the ATA and that it is a model of what can be
accomplished when everyone works together. He praised the National Bank, the
Caribbean Commercial Bank and the Social Security Board who together have
donated US$235,000 for the project. He also thanked Myron Goldfinger, Walton
Fleming, KPMG, Caribbean Juris Chambers and the many other persons who have
assisted him. He also mentioned Eric and Isobel Martineau and assured them that
the legacy they started will be continued at the new facility. He praised Wilma and



Gloria Proctor and Dana Ruan who have continued tennis training throughout the
year for several years.

“This is a project of the people and its success depends on our ability to work
together,” Lake said. “l am calling on all to work together to create a world class
facility that will be a symbol of national pride. The children are a third of our
population and all of our future,” he concluded.

The programme included steel pan renditions by Dumpa, a song “Something
Inside So Strong”, prayers by Pastor Ambrose Richardson and Pastor Phillip
Gumbs and the ground breaking by the sponsors and architect. In addition to the
speakers already mentioned, in attendance was the Deputy Governor Mark Capes
and Mrs Capes, Minister of Infrastructure, Kenneth Harrigan and Parliamentary
Secretary Samuel Connor.



